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MC 669 Nehemiah Marks fonds

Summary information

Repository: Charlotte County Archives

Title: Nehemiah Marks fonds

Reference code: MC 669

Date: 1788 - 1920s (creation)

Physical description: 9 cm of various materials and textual material

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Nehemiah Marks was born in Derby, Connecticut, on 9 October 1746. He was the son of Mordecai
Marks (1706-1771), a Sephardic Jew who emigrated from London, England, in 1721 and became a
prosperous merchant. He converted to the Anglican faith and in 1729 married Elizabeth [Hawkins] of
Derby, Connecticut. Soon after the Revolution began, Nehemiah Marks went to New York where it is
believed he carried despatches for the British army. He served as a captain in the Armed Boatmen, a
Loyalist corps, with a commission dated 5 October 1782. His commission as a lieutenant in the Maryland
Loyalists, dated 1 October 1783, can be found among the papers of his son, Nehemiah Marks, Jr. With the
evacuation of New York City, Nehemiah Marks, Sr. was forced to seek refuge in Nova Scotia, and on 1
November 1783, he was appointed a captain in the Nova Scotia Militia for the District of Port Mouton,
and charged with the responsibility of settling his men and their families. The refugees remained at Port
Mouton for the winter of 1783, but in 1784 Captain Marks decided to move to the Falls of the St. Croix
River (St. Stephen, New Brunswick), and a number of his men chose to accompany him. On May 23,
1784, a group of about 200 including men, women and children led by Capt. Nehemiah Marks, steered up
the St. Croix River to the head of tide and landed on the Canadian banks of the St. Croix River.
For their loyalty, King George III granted them land, which over time they made prosperous. A large
community grew around shipbuilding and lumbering industries, which would eventually become the Town
of St. Stephen.
In 1770, Nehemiah Marks married Betsy (Elizabeth) Hawkins (1751-1812), the daughter of Abraham
Hawkins (b.1725) and his wife, Elizabeth Basset (b.1728) of Derby, Connecticut. Eight of their children
are known to have survived, including: Elizabeth Ann (b.1772), Betsy (b.1774), Hannah (b.1776), George
Beckwith (b.1778), John, Nehemiah (1794-1853), Rebecca, and Abraham Hawkins (b.1796). When
Nehemiah Marks died in 1799 at the age of fifty-two years, he left an estate that included a house and a
store in St. Stephen, a large tract of land on which much of the present Town of St. Stephen is built, and
several hundred acres of woodland.
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MC 669 Nehemiah Marks fonds

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Nehemiah Marks was the son of the Loyalist, Nehemiah Marks, Sr. (1746-1799) and his wife Betsy
(Elizabeth) Hawkins (1751-1812). They were Loyalists who settled at the Falls of the St. Croix River (St.
Stephen, New Brunswick) in 1784, and are considered prominent figures in the early development of St.
Stephen. Nehemiah Marks was born in 1794, and by the time of his marriage in 1812 to Sarah Thompson,
the daughter of James Thompson of St. Stephen, he was largely responsible for his father's business
interests which consisted of the family store, farm, and wood lands. During the next three decades he
expanded his timber holdings in New Brunswick and in Maine, and supplied cargoes of lumber for vessels
sailing to England and to the West Indies. Beginning in the 1820s, he started to acquire vessels which he
owned and operated himself, and which carried his lumber to many ports. Eventually, he acquired a fleet
of nine brigs, one barque, and two schooners, including the brig "Nehemiah Marks" which was built at his
own wharf in St. Stephen. In addition to the vessels he owned outright, he was part owner of other ships
which he did not manage. Using a network of agents in ports in the West Indies, Ireland, United States, and
Liverpool, England, his ships and their cargoes were sent to many ports, according to the season and the
market conditions. Returning vessels usually brought clothing, furniture, dry goods, salt, coal, rum, and
many other goods for sale in the store. As horses and horse racing were a life-long passion, on occasion, a
race horse was included in the cargo. He was also an officer in the Charlotte County Militia for more than
twenty years.
When Nehemiah Marks died on 17 August 1853, all of the ships in his fleet had been sold or lost by
shipwreck, but his estate still included timber and farm land in Charlotte County, town property in St.
Stephen, and vast holdings of wood land in Maine and in York County, New Brunswick. For over twenty
years, Nehemiah Marks was an officer in the Charlotte County Militia and Lieutenant Colonel of the
Fourth Battalion. He was Overseer of the Poor for St. Stephen Parish for at least ten years, and was an
active member of Christ Church (Anglican) in St. Stephen. He was survived by six children: John, Joseph
P., Abraham H., Nehemiah, Elizabeth Caroline, and Sarah Henrietta.

Scope and content

This collection consists of correspondence, financial records, military records, and legal documents relating
to the personal and official activities of Captain Nehemiah Marks, and his son Lieutenant Colonel Nehemiah
Marks. Included records of early surveys and explorations of the lands near St. Stephen along the western
branch of the St. Croix (Scoodiac) river; military records of the 4th Battalion Charlotte County Militia and
the 97th Infantry Regiment; deeds and quitclaims for property in the town of St. Stephen (Morriston); and
articles and books relating to the Loyalist settlement of St. Stephen, a history of Trinity Church, and Thomas
Baillie.
Addition of deeds and maps from Charlotte and York County pertaining to Nehemiah Marks granting,
plotting, and surveying land. These also include plans for future railroad ideas and plans for St. Stephen and
surrounding areas, with some maps going further up New Brunswick and one heavily damaged map of Maine
in 1837.
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MC 669 Nehemiah Marks fonds

Notes

Arrangement

Arrangement imposed by the archivist.

Accruals

Further accruals are not expected.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• Nehemiah Marks Sr. (subject)
• Nehemiah Marks Jr. (subject)
• Loyalist and New Brunswick muster rolls and military records
• Textual record (documentary form)
• Multiple media (documentary form)
• Object (documentary form)
• Correspondence (documentary form)
• Loyalists (subject)
• Military (subject)
• Settlement (subject)
• First Nations (subject)
• St. Stephen (place)

Collection holdings

Series: MC 669-1 - Surveys and Explorations

Title: Surveys and Explorations

Reference code: MC 669-1

Date: 1840 - 1841 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This series consists of correspondence related to topographical surveys and
exploration of the lands near St. Stephen along the western branch of the St. Croix river (also referred
to in these documents as the Scoodiac river) led by Nehemiah Marks Sr, with letters between Nehemiah
Marks and the Honorable J.M. Harvey, Private Secretary and Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, as
well as accounts of expenses incurred by Marks Sr. during his explorations.
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MC 669 Nehemiah Marks fonds

The letters include reference to a local indigenous man who accompanied Nehemiah Marks on his
explorations.

Physical description: 5 sheets

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

Series: MC 669-2 - Military Records

Title: Military Records

Reference code: MC 669-2

Date: 1840 - 1849 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This series consists of records relating to the activities of Captain Nehemiah Marks
Sr. and Lieutenant Colonel of the 4th Battalion Charlotte County Militia, including correspondence,
government circulars, financial accounts, field inspection returns.
Also included are reports and correspondence regarding deserters from the 97th Infantry Regiment,
submitted by Lieutenant Colonel Nehemiah Marks as Justice of the Peace, with remarks on the
prevalence of the problem of desertion in the Colonies.

Physical description: 0.5cm

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

Series: MC 669-3 - Deeds

Title: Deeds

Reference code: MC 669-3

Date: 1788 – 1889 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This series consists of deeds and quitclaims for land purchased by or transferred
to Nehemiah Marks, Sr. & Jr. in multiple areas of Charlotte and York County, some earlier and later
material referred to in the earlier documents as Morriston. Also included is a deed addressed to Nehemiah
Marks regarding land in the count of Washington, Maine (USA), from the state of William Bingham Esq.
of Philadelphia.

Physical description: 4 sheets in standard folder; 2cm thick in oversized
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MC 669 Nehemiah Marks fonds

Note [generalNote]: Deeds from accession 2022.066 merged with deeds from previous accession
2017.141

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

Series: MC 669-4 - Printed Materials

Title: Printed Materials

Title [parallel]: Articles and Printed Materials

Reference code: MC 669-4

Date: c. 1840s-1850s (date of creation)

Scope and content: Printed Materials consists of books and pamphlets belonging to Nehemiah Marks,
including a history of Trinity Church and its Founders published in Saint John 1854, and a Statement
of Facts connected with the Appointment of Thomas Baillie to the Offices of Commissioner of Crown
Lands and Forests and Surveyor General of Lands in the Province of New Brunswick 1846, presented “in
confidence” to Nehemiah Marks by Thomas Baillie; and a partial copy of Fitzwilliam, William of Fair
Field, Maine, The Quoddy Hermit; or Conversations in Fairfield on Religion and Superstition, 1842.

Physical description: 1cm

Publication status:

Published

Series: MC 669-6 - Maps

Title: Maps

Reference code: MC 669-6

Date: 1831-1853 (date of creation)

Scope and content: N. Marks written on back, old Charlotte County map with lower left chunk missing.
Proposed railway from Woodstock in 1830s; plan of part of St. Stephen, NB, Canada and Calais, Maine,
USA from 1849 by William Mahood with N. Marks, Esq. written on back; part of York County from
Monument River to Magaguadavic River (North to South). Grants to N. Marks written in middle, July
8th, 1853. N. Marks marked on the back; grant under William IV 1831 grant. Parish of St. Stephen,
Charlotte County. William Black possible grantee. Map attached, showing within St. Stephen. Seal
originally attached but separated prior to donation with seal of the Province of New Brunswick. Now
stored inside a separate box for protection of maps and itself; exceptionally poor condition, 1837 printed
map of Maine, possibly detailing entire state. N. Marks written on back; enclosed paper seal detached,
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MC 669 Nehemiah Marks fonds

possibly from one of the land deeds; small torn map, land to John Marks, 1853, granted in 1839; large
map of the proposed St. Andrews – Quebec railroad in 1835.

Physical description: 8 maps; 1 large seal of NB

Publication status:

Published
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