
Reference Number: MC-31
Title: Anderson family fonds.
Dates: [1870-1900?], [1918-1938?], 1909, 1918, 1921.
Extent: 3 leaves of textual records, 2 photographs, 1 painting.

Biographical History: The Anderson family were descendants of Thomas Sr. (1745-1841) and
Mary (Blackburn) Anderson (1748-1828), who emigrated to Sackville, New Brunswick, from
Yorkshire, England, in 1772 on the Duke of York. Settling at Cole’s Island, situated on the
Tantramar Marsh near Sackville, the first two generations farmed. Titus Anderson, grandson of
Thomas Sr., became a Master Mariner, the first of many seafaring men in the Anderson family of
Sackville.

Jane Oulton (Bulmer) Anderson was born in Sackville in 1810 to Charles Dixon Bulmer and
Elizabeth (Oulton) Bulmer. Jane married Titus Anderson on March 25, 1830 and they had eight
children together: George, Ammi, Rebecca, Captain Charles Marshall, Thomas Reese, Gaius,
Sarah, and Elizabeth. Jane died in Sackville on October 8, 1895.

Captain Thomas Reese Anderson was born to Titus Anderson and Jane Oulton (Bulmer)
Anderson in Sackville, New Brunswick in 1840. Thomas married Ruth Eliza B. (Cole) Anderson
in Rockport, New Brunswick in 1863, but she died one year later at sea. Thomas was remarried
to Bessie M. (Bickerton) Anderson in 1909 and had two children, Thomas Anderson and George
Titus Anderson. Captain Thomas Reese Anderson was at sea between the 1850’s and 1892,
eventually becoming a Master Mariner (possibly by 1867). After he retired in 1892, he was

active in the Sackville community serving as a town councillor. Thomas Reese Anderson died in
1918 at the age of 78 in Sackville.

Bessie M. (Bickerton) Anderson was born on March 12, 1877 in Sackville, New Brunswick, to
George Bickerton and Zena Babcock. Bessie M. Bickerton married Captain Thomas Reese
Anderson in 1909 in Westmorland, New Brunswick and they had two children. Bessie died in
1948 at the age of 71, and was buried in Sackville.

George Marshall Anderson was born at sea somewhere in Canada in 1875 to Captain Charles
Marshall Anderson (1838-1895) and Albertha 'Bertha' Rebecca (Dixon) Anderson (1850-1915).
He was also the nephew of Captain Thomas Reese Anderson (1840-1918). In 1884, at age 9,
George moved with his family from Dorchester, New Brunswick to Fiji, residing there for one
year. They later moved to New Zealand where he would live out the rest of his life until his death
in 1947. George M. Anderson married Gertrude Minnie (Stace) Anderson (1883-1958) in New
Zealand on June 30th 1909. They had two children, Mavis Lorna Burrows (1910-2002) and Ethel
Joyce Lane (1913).

Captain Jesse Edwin Anderson was born to George Anderson (1831-1873) and Arabella Ayer
(Anderson) (1835-1880) in Sackville, New Brunswick in 1863. Jesse was the nephew of Captain



Thomas Reese Anderson and the cousin of George Marshall Anderson. In 1921, Jesse married
Miss Cynthia Caroline (Atkinson) Anderson in Seattle, Washington. Jesse was at sea from the
1880’s to 1927, becoming a Master Mariner shortly after earning his Mate’s certificate in 1887.
He sailed every ocean in the world finally settling in Ketchikan, Alaska in 1902 where he

captained several coastal steamers plying between Seattle and Alaska. Affectionately known as

“Cappy” he was at sea until 1927. Jesse died in 1936 and is buried in Ketchikan, Alaska.

Custodial history: This fonds was donated to the Tantramar Heritage Trust by George Titus
Anderson and Sandra Anderson. They made their first donation on April, 8, 2012; followed by
an accrual on November 15, 2012; and a second accrual in October 2019. George Titus Anderson
is the grandson of Captain Thomas Reese Anderson and Bessie M. (Bickerton) Anderson.

Scope and content: Fonds relates to the Anderson family, all of whom were originally from
Sackville, New Brunswick, and their activities and lives, specifically of Jane Oulton (Bulmer)
Anderson, Capt. Thomas Reese Anderson, Bessie M. (Bickerton) Anderson, George Marshall
Anderson in Palmerston North, New Zealand, and Jesse Edwin Anderson in Ketchikan, Alaska
and Seattle, Washington.

Fonds consists of Jane Oulton (Bulmer) Anderson’s framed watercolour portrait on silk; Captain
Thomas Reese Anderson’s bill of fare for the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, a framed oil
painting of him, and his Canada Registration Board Certificate of 1918; a photograph of Bessie
M. (Bickerton) Anderson; the wedding party photograph of George Marshall Anderson and
Gertrude Minnie (Stace) Anderson; and a wedding announcement for Jesse Edwin Anderson and
Cynthia C. (Atkinson) Anderson.

Source of supplied title: Title is based on the provenance of the records.

Physical description: The fonds is in good condition except for the bill of fare which is in poor
condition in three separate fragments, and the painting of Captain Thomas Reese Anderson has
some severe cracking and is in need of conservation.

2 photographs: b&w; 43 x 58 cm and 24.5 x 30 cm.
2 paintings: 1 oil on canvas; 46 x 61 cm and 1 watercolour on silk; 51 x 84 cm.

Arrangement: This fonds was arranged and described by JC Bennett in 2021.

Accruals: Further accruals are possible.



Container list:

Box/File Description Dates

AOH
Anderson
Room

A framed painting of Jane Oulton (Bulmer) Anderson,
watercolour on silk . Commissioned by her son Thomas Reese
Anderson, circa 1892. Signed in Japanese and English
characters “Great Japan, Yokohama, Yamamura”.

[1892-1899?]

13/4 Bill of Fare for the Pacific Mail Steamship Co. believed by the
donor to have been used by Captain Thomas Reese Anderson
on a journey to Japan. The content expresses a preference for
certain food while aboard ship.

[1870-1900?]

BHC
Upstairs:
2012.12.1

A framed painting of Captain Thomas Reese Anderson, oil on
canvas. Written on the back is "Property of G. T. Anderson" by
either his son or grandson because they shared the same name.

[1870-1890?]

13/5 Captain Thomas Reese Anderson’s Canada Registration Board
Certificate of 1918 issued during World War I (also the same
year as his death). This was to be kept on his person to prove
his registration. (These records were lost, making this
certificate the only evidence of his registration in 1918)

1918

BHC
Upstairs:
2012.12.2

Black and white photograph of Bessie Mabel (Bickerton)
Anderson, the second wife of Captain Thomas Reese Anderson.
Possibly taken after the death of her husband.

[1918-1938?]

13/5
Black and white photograph of George Marshall Anderson and
Gertrude Minnie (Stace) Anderson at their wedding. The donor
believes George’s father is to the left of him in the photograph.
Taken in Palmerston North, Manawatu-Wanganui, New
Zealand. “From Mr & Mrs G. Anderson to Capt. J. R.
Anderson” written on verso.

1909

13/3 The wedding announcement of Captain Jesse Edwin Anderson
and Miss Cynthia Atkinson, dated 31 December 1921.

1921


